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Word from the Pastor

| want to begin by thanking all those who made Holy
Week and Easter such a meaningful experience in the ;,:} /
life of our congregation this year, including the entire 4
Worship & Music ministry team who worked very hard to put all
those services together. | am particularly thankful for the talents of
Bill Nole and Carolyn Elder who helped organize and lead our
Seder Service on Maundy Thursday. A special thanks, of course, to
the Chancel Choir and the Bell Choir and our Director of Music, Kim
Childs; our Organist and Bell Choir Director, Alta Selvey; and our
Children’s Choir Director, Caroline Johnson. The Children’s Choir
shared their gift of song with the congregation on Easter Sunday.

There are some all-church events during May that | want to highlight
and encourage your participation. On Sunday, May 10, Mother's
Day, we will be having an All-Church Breakfast in the Fellowship Hall
starting at 8:30 a.m. Two weeks after that we will hold our First
Annual Memorial Day Weekend All-Church Picnic on Sunday, May
29, after worship at my home north of town. With 4 2 acres to roam
around, including a stocked pond for fishing, there will be LOTS of
room for fun and games. There will be more details later.

Also beginning this month, the Visioning ministry team will begin
meeting tfo evaluate and process the Visioning Survey that the
congregation took in March. We also have some special Adult
Church School opportunities! A three-Sunday Scholars Series will be
led by Dr. Joe Bessler, Associate Professor of Theology at Phillips
Theological Seminary. The topics of this series, beginning on May 1,
are: A look at where the church has been; Foundations of liberal
progressive  Christianity; and  Progressive  Christianity  and
contemporary issues. The final two classes of the month will be led
by Julie Summers, MSW & MDiv.: Widening the Welcome: The
Church and Mental Health Disabilities.

Let us keep our graduates in our thoughts and prayers this month, as
well as the well-being of all in our church family and the Kendall-
Whittier neighborhood.

Blessings,

Rev. Todd Freeman

p.s The national vote of Presbyteries considering the change fo our
church constitution (the infamous G-6.0106b, the "Fidelity & Chastity”
low) is almost complete. It's looking VERY good that this law that
effectively denies ordination to LGBT people in partnered relationships
will be repealed and replaced - the goal of the More Light Presbyterian
movement. We will announce a special celebration if/when the
proposed change is officially adopted.
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All-Church Breakfast May Sth

:An All-Church Breakfast has been planned from :

MAY BIRTHDAYS : : : ) o
:8:30-9:30 a.m. in Fellowship Hall and is being:

immediately after worship. More details about this
potluck event will be announced soon.

21 - Hallee Collins

% 2 - Lindsey Fox 22 - Kevin Smith ﬁ Ehosfed by the Congregational Life Ministry Team.§
! 4-Ethan Watts 22 - Johnna Thurston { iPlease plan fo join us for pancakes and other:
{ 5-David Robertson 23 - Trinna Burrows ¢ ibreakfast goodies! :
£ 10 - Harry Holzschuh 23 - Mike Evanson e
% 12 - Pam Alexander 24 - Ben Buchanan f All-Church Picnic

{ 13- Wyatt Fox 25 - Jonnie Bankhead : May 29th

{ 13 - Grayson Patterson 25 - Stephen Morgan :

¢ 13 - Anahi Solorzano 25 - Josie Speer ¢ Mark your calendar for the

{17 - Fred Schone 28 - Danielle Hovenga ¢ ypcoming  All-Church  Memorial '

% 17 - Diane Bucchianeri 30 - Juan Jose Soriano , Day Weekend Picnic aof Rev. Todd’s home
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i Attention Musicians:

The Hispanic Ministry is looking for volunteers
fo teach the keyboard and guitar to Hispanic

There are opportunities o come in and be a

; : - part of what happens in the offices of Tulsa
youth. Please contact the church office, or Metropolitan Ministy. We need a few
J’_“. anyone on the Hispanic Ministry Steering volunteers to come in and make some phone calls to
Committee, if you would like fo help or know update and confirm congregational information for the

F’ someone who might. congregations in the Tulsa and surrounding areas.
We still need a few more people to come in, so if you

have a few hours a week or even just a day with a
couple of hours that you could spend volunteering we

CPR Class a Success would love to get to know you and use your gifts in
Susan West, R.N, reported that six people attended the CPR assisting TMM.
Class Sunday, April 10th. Thank you Susan for your fime, Please contact Shelly at surbonas@tumm.org or call the
energy and your wilingness to conduct this class. Also, TMM office. The Rev. Ray Hickman, the new Executive
parents who have babies/small children, know that Susan is Director of TMM also has office hours on Monday and
the “go-to” person for infant car seat safety. We appreciate Wednesday from 10:30 fo 5:00, and Friday from 8:00 to
you! 5:00.
il CONGRATULATIONS [

« Congratfulations to Charles Stanford who received a Lifetime Achievement Award from the Tulsa Association of
Petroleum Landmen on April 11t at the Summit Club. Charles graduated from OU in 1961, majoring in their new
Petroleum Land Management program. He will reach 50 years as a Landman in June, 2011. Charles admits that
professionally this is one of the best things that ever happened to him - it's a real honor to get a standing ovation
from one’s peers.

+ Jaya Nagaboyina and Prem Bikkina are now the proud parents of a baby boy born April 17th. They named him
Sarosh, which is Persian for “prayer”. Sarosh was 6 Ibs. 11 oz. and 19.5". Both mother and baby are doing well.

% Mark Thurston ran in the prestigious Boston Marathon on April 18, along with almost 27,000 other runners. His time was
3:52:16, a new personal best by almost 2 minutes! He finished 174 out of 803 male entrants in his age group.
Way to go, Mark!

« Dewey Echols was recently awarded the Support Person of the Year for his dedicated work at Kendall Whittier
Elementary School. Great job, Dewey!




é& Summer Church School is Here!

We at College Hill are forftunate to have such a
skiled and dedicated teaching staff at all age levels of our
church school. Here is a brief update of the planned summer
curriculum.

The Preschool/Kindergarten class will complete their current
Winter/Spring curriculum, and then begin a Cokesbury
curriculum entitled Shake It Up Café: Where Kid's Carry Out
God's Recipe for the remainder of the summer.

The Elementary class will complete their Spring curriculum,
and then embark on a rotating workshop on Egypt and Moses
designed and taught by Karen Kriner for the summer.

Don Roulet's adult class will complete their current curriculum
at the end of May, and then the Adult classes will merge for the
remainder of the summer.

Rev. Freeman will be working with the Visioning Ministry Team
for much of the summer evaluating the results of the recent all-
church survey. In his absence, Pat Lucy has coordinated a series
of Scholar Sundays in May featuring Dr. Joe Bessler, discussing
“Considering Progressive Christianity” and Julie Summers
teaching “Widening the Welcome: The Church and Disabilities.”
Both are guests from Philips Theological Seminary.

In June, Pat Lucy will teach a class on “The Belhar
Confession,” the newest confession that may be adopted by
the Presbyterian Church, USA. Rev. Freeman will return to
teaching in August with a “New Members and Friends
Presbyterianism Class."”

An important note: ALL church school classes (adult and
children) will take a summer break throughout the month of
July. We invite everyone to take advantage of these wonderful
educational opportunities this summer.

Teacher Appreciation
A huge thanks to the many dedicated
people who taught or assisted with the
College Hill Church School over the last year!

Preschool/Kindergarten
Nancy Gammie
Linda Watts
Gini Fox
Jana Stagner

Elementary
Karen Kriner

Judy Pacenza
Valerie Ordonez
Andrew Redding

Youth
John Gammie
Danielle Hovenga

Adult
Rev. Todd Freeman
Rev. Don Roulet
Pat Lucy

Please express your appreciation to these
wonderful folks when you see them.
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. Hello everyone~

School is about to end and with that
comes the end of our standard Sunday School. There are
always changes for us during the summer months.

| will be taking one month off again this summer and | hope
that all of you will consider helping out, as we will need
mentors for the children to sit with in church. Some of our
adults and children made wonderfully strong friendships - just
ask Harold Hill!

We will need additional help, as well. With my disability, | can
no longer do it all by myself. | sfill need help liffing, carrying
things upstairs, painting and cleaning. Please discuss this with
me on Sunday or call me at home or at church Monday and/
or Wednesday afternoons. Does anyone want to help with
our bulletin board?

Our children are the future of the Presbyterian Church and
they are wonderfull | hope that you have gotten to know
them. This summer and the coming year are going to be
explosive!

Come watch and be a part of it.

Peace,
Karen Kriner
Director of Children’s Christian Education

GREEN COFFEE TIME?

At the April Session meeting the College Hill Youth Group
requested we consider ways to make our coffee time before
and after church more eco-friendly. Here are their suggestions:

- USE A MUG. Bring your own or use one the church mugs that
will be provided. Put used church mugs on the cart for
washing. (We will help wash.)

- USE PAPER (if you don't have a mug). We will provide
cardboard cups instead of Styrofoam ones.

- RECYCLE any paper used. We will provide a recycling bin
near the coffee.

- GO EASY on the non-dairy creamer (trans fats). We will look
for trans fat free alternatives.

By using Fair Trade coffee, the CHP coffee time is already
helping others. These are ways for us to make a difference over
our cup of coffee or tea.

The Church office will be closed on
Monday, May 30, in observance of
Memorial Day.




m% Fifth Sunday Offering

Our next Fifth Sunday Offering will be May 29th and
we are requesting the following items for Emergency
Infant Services:

- under garments, clothing and shoes for boys
age 2 and older (size 4 and 5 especially needed);

- diapers, all sizes

- bottles

The mission of Emergency Infant Services is to meet
the basic human needs of infants and children
through five years of age, whose families are in crisis.

Each year Emergency Infant Services serves about
7,200 families in financial crisis, providing essential
care items to over 12,000 needy children across
northeastern Oklahoma, (primarily in the Tulsa
metropolitan Areaq).

Please see the EIS website for additional items
needed, www.emergencyinfantservices.org.
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May Meal at the Day Center

The Hispanic congregation will be preparing and
serving the May 28th dinner at the Day Center for
the Homeless. Caroline Johnson will have sign-up
opportunities after church in May. Thanks, in
advance, for College Hill's unfailing generosity!

Book Club Reads
The Anthologist in April/May

by Nicholson Baker

e
ANTHOLOGIST

NICHOLSON BAKER

The Anthologist is a book about poeftry
written by a novelist who somehow makes
it all work. By turns you will be fascinated,
enlightened, surprised and amused. This is the story
of Paul Chowder, a semi-successful, middle aged
American poet trying and mostly failing to write
the infroduction fo an anthology called "Only
Rhyme". Chowder sits in his workplace/barn and
thinks; he shampoos the dog; he goes blackberry
picking; he installs flooring for a neighbor; he pines
for his former girlfriend, Roz, who left him after
becoming fed up with his procrastination. The
book seamlessly weaves together the story of this
difficult period in Paul’s life and stories of poetry.

The Anthologist by Nicholson Baker is available at
Steve’s Sundry Books. Book club will meet for lunch
and discussion on Sunday, May 1st, in the library
immediately following worship service.

Tales of a Sojourner*

Selva has been in jail for more than six months, wearing the
red uniform that marks her as a federal prisoner. She is an
aftractive woman, probably in her early 30's. She speaks no
English and | speak no Spanish — but somehow we have built
a relationship that is exfraordinary. Sometimes there are
bilingual inmates who are willing fo franslate for us but often,
she has been the only Spanish-speaking inmate in the pod,
locked in an American jail day after long day with no one to
talk to and nothing fo read except the Spanish language
Upper Room that | bring for her.

Last week, things changed dramatically. Ellen Beverly,
church member and TU student, franslated a Bible study for
Selva who was thriled. We have shared many hugs, but this
was a special one. And then, miracle of miracles, the next
week, Ellen sent real books written in Spanish for Selva. Before
| left, Selva had called together all the immigrants in the pod
to share the precious books. You would have thought it was
Christmas morning — extra special hugs all around !

Thanks be to God for Ellen who perhaps has read this
scripture:

When an alien resides with you in your land, you shall not
oppress the alien. The alien who resides with you shall be to
you as the citizen among you; you shall love the alien as
yourself, for you were aliens in the land of Egypt.
Lev.19:33-34

*a sojourner is one who stays at a place for a short time.

t.tllll
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at Lucy, Commissioned Lay Pastor MINISTRY
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College Hill Chancel Choir

The Chancel Choir af College Hill continues to rehearse on
Wednesdays at 6:45 pm. Come join us in the second story

choral room next to the office for singing, fellowship and lots
of laughter!

Inner Peace

If you can start the day without caffeine,

If you can always be cheerful, ignoring aches and pains,

If you can resist complaining and boring people with your froubles,

If you can eat the same food every day and be grateful for if,

If you can understand when your loved ones are too busy fo give
you any fime,

If you can take criticism and blame without resentment,

If you can conquer tension without medical help,

If you can relax without alcohol,

If you can sleep without the aid of drugs,

If you can forgive and love those around you no matter what,

...Then You Are Probably The Family Dog!
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Highlights of the April Session Meeting

Clerk’s Report:

% Received a request for a Certificate of Transfer for Paul Hartman who has joined First Presbyterian Church, Cheyenne, Wyoming
where his wife, Rev. Diana Hartman, is Associate Pastor.

Pastor’s Report:

+* Rev. Todd discussed the Progressive Religious Coalition of Tulsa's inaugural event on Sunday, April 10, 2011, entitled Was Jesus
Sacrificed? There were 70 people in attendance with 25 from College Hill.

Old Business:

< An organ confract has been signed and Roger Banks will begin work in early May.

< The Visioning Survey (U.S. Congregational Life Survey) has not been returned, yet. Once we have received it, the Visioning Team will
meet every Sunday morning fo begin the visioning process.

Highlights of Ministry Team Reports

Building & Grounds: Jim Campbell reported that the Work Day on April 9 went well with over 25 people participating. Lots of projects
were completed. Jeff Ream has joined the Ministry Team!

Christian Education: Todd Redding presented a list of Spring/Summer Church School Curriculum for Early Childhood, Elementary and
Adult classes. All children and adult church school classes will be on break during July 2011 in order to give the teachers a
well-deserved break before gearing up for the Fall. Rally Day will be September 11. A new class, Early Elementary, will be led by Linda
Watts. Karen Kriner will lead the Upper Elementary/Middle School class. The name of the Hill Memorial Fund had been changed on the
Financial report to the Nursery Equipment Fund. Marilyn Hill said that the fund was set up as the Jane Patton Hill Memorial Christian
Education Fund in memory of her mother.

= The Session approved, after it was moved and seconded, to change the name from the Nursery Equipment Fund to the Jane
Patton Hill Memorial Christian Education Fund.

Congregational Life: Wyneth Roulet reported that Susan West had several people in her CPR class on April 10. Their next two big events

will be the All-church Breakfast on Sunday, May 8th, 8:30-9:30 a.m., in Fellowship Hall and an All-church Picnic at the home of
Rev. Freeman, immediately following worship, Sunday, May 29th,
John Gammie reported that the Youth Group would like to stop using Styrofoam cups for coffee, instead using the “more-green”
alternative of paper cups or porcelain mugs. They would also like to provide a recycling bin for aluminum and plastic. This has been
discussed in the past in regards to the cost and time of washing the mugs, but the Youth were given the “green light” to develop a
plan.

Evangelism & Communication: Mark Watson reported that College Hill gets over 1,000 hits monthly on our website from 20 different
countries. It was discussed that we need a New Member Packet which might include a pledge card, list of Ministry Teams and what
they do and the church directory. Dewey volunteered to help Mark and Pastor Todd develop the packet.

Finance & Stewardship: Bob Lucy reported that we are having computer problems in the church office with our “online” capability not
being reliable. There is no Financial Report this month due to the busy tax season. They plan to have a report in May, which will cover
our first four months.

Hispanic Steering Committee (Immigrant Hispanic Fellowship): John Gammie reported that Rosie Brown, the EOP Liaison, has returned
from a two-month trip to Mexico. She will take copies of our Vision Statement, Goals and Budget to the Presbytery Committee of
Developing Congregations. However, she thinks that Presbytery should begin asking other churches to put this ministry in their budgets
and some of our committee may need to be involved in that effort. On Wednesday evenings, the Hispanic congregation is meeting at
the church for Bible study led by the women leaders. The English language class, taught by Ellen Beverly, is going well and is
appreciated. Ricardo Chavez will enter seminary on April 29 in Mexico City and asks for our prayers.

Nominating: Dena Schone requested names of members to be given o her for consideration as elders for the Class of 2014.

Outreach & Mission: Pastor Todd infroduced Rev. Leslie Penrose, Executive Director of JustHope, an organization that is creating global
partnerships and nurturing human community. She spoke to the Session regarding their vision, mission and projects, particularly
Microcredit for Women. We have already been supporting their micro-banking project and Free Trade coffee through our Advent
Holiday Market and buying Free Trade coffee for use in Fellowship Hall.

= The Session approved the motion to proceed to support JustHope.
Dewey reported that we have not yet heard from the EOP regarding our application for a grant to be used for Kendall Whittier Inc., but
expect to hearin June.

Worship & Music: Bill Nole reported that the Ash Wednesday service was well attended with approximately 60 at worship. There will be a
joint Good Friday worship service at John Calvin Presbyterian Church. They are working on a Seder-themed service for Maundy
Thursday. Communion was celebrated April 3rd and baptism was celebrated on Sunday, March 20, for Prem Bikkina.
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The Quiet Corner i1 \

. PR ) ‘

A Mowing Meditation

Meditation requires that one remain totally engrossed in the present. The familiar breath focus reminds one fo savor that breath

since another is not promised. In contemplative meditation, the body is stilled. However, there is another meditation practice
where the body is kept in motion through walking.

In Eastern practice, this is called kinhin, or 'to go straight'. A slow pace permits one to become aware of air movement, of
ground under the feet, of weight shifting. While the eastern practice is walked in a large circle, the pattern traditionally used in
the Christian tradition is a labyrinth. Labyrinths have been found in Christian churches since the 3@ century. Many of the great
medieval cathedrals had these sacred patterns inscribed info the nave floor. Pilgrims traveled to these great cathedral
labyrinths to prayerfully tread the sacred path in quiet contemplation. Ecclesiastical pronouncements bestowed all the spiritual
boons of a Holy Land pilgrimage on those who made this sacred walk. While the labyrinth pattern may appear to be a maze,
there are no blind or false ends. Its twisting path disengages the mind from measuring the distance traveled. The walking is alll.

Mowing a lawn can be a labyrinth experience. What is mowing but walking (or riding) a twisting path that goes nowhere?
Each footfall, each bump of the lawn mower’s wheels calls the one mowing to awareness of the senses. The constant whine of
the engine is a mechanical chant. The eye scans greenness. Each breath is perfumed with the scent of spring onion. The air
caresses hands taunt with tension. One tastes the vitality of life. The entire universe contracts to a patch of unmown grass, the
lawn mower and the walker. There is no destination. There is no goal. There is only the walking. There is only the Now.

And in the sacredness of moment, the lawn is mowed and the spirit refreshed.
"Stillness in Action - Action in Stiliness" ~ Zen Saying

Peg Gotthold

@Wﬂ@a@a Staying Connected
Dear Friend May 2011
edar rrnenas,

Community Development and Outreach efforts are at full speed, with many changes happening in the Kendall-Whittier neighlbborhood all
at once. At a recent community meeting someone said, “It feels like community change on steroids!” Here are some highlights, so that
you can stay connected and involved:

e  Kendall-Whittier Elementary school principal, Judy Feary, has been reassigned by the district to serve as the lead in the School
Improvement Office. Ms. Feary is beloved in our neighborhood, and has given us a premier school. She partnered with the K-W
community to create a Community Schools environment, before it became a Tulsa model for successful schools in all
neighborhoods, but especially in communities with children living in poverty. Additionally, Ms. Feary responded quickly and
thoughtfully to the dramatic shift in the racial and cultural demographics of our neighborhood children. She created a welcoming
environment, adjusting communications, teaching resources, and staffing fo accommodate the needs of children and parents
where English is not the first language.

e Project School House: You have likely heard a lot about Project School House. The final proposal is not completed. When it is
completed it will go to the School Board for vote. How the final plan will look is not unknown, but is likely to reflect huge changes in
our neighborhood. Our elementary school will likely stay the same, with the addition of éth grade. The reports seem to indicate that
Will Rogers becomes a 7th-12th grade school that requires an application process, and that students would be working toward
graduating with a college associates degree. K-W children would be accepted at 7th grade with parental agreement to the rigor of
instruction and the commitment of the student and family. At 10t grade, should their test scores not be at college bound levels,
students would have to apply to transfer to another TPS school, or attend McClain H.S. Wilson and Cleveland Middle Schools are
proposed to close.

e West Park Expansion: You are invited to view the final plans for the K-W West Park and proposed other improvements, on
Wednesday, May 4t from 5:00 to 7:00 pm, at the Educare Center. The design team will be available to answer questions.
Implementation of these plans will begin shortly.

e The steel is raised on the new Community Health Connection building on 3rd and Lewis!

e Dewey Echols, a member at College Hill Presbyterian Church, received the para-professional of the year award at Kendall-Whittier
Elementary School. Thank you Dewey for your commitment to the children of our neighborhood, and your efforts that clearly go
above and beyond!

e Honorary KWI Board member, and President of the University of Tulsa, Steadman Upham, has announced his upcoming refirement
scheduled for this fime next year. President Upham has brought many gifts to the University and the Tulsa community. He has opened
the doors and brought students, faculty, and staff info the community. Our KWI volunteer numbers have tripled because of the
environment of giving and community service fostered by this kind and wise leader.

Sincerely,

Trinna Burrows
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TOWARDS PROGRESSIVE CHRISTIANITY

A Three-Sunday Scholars Series

Dr. Joe Bessler

Associate Professor of Theology Phillips Theological Seminary

May 1: Alook at where the church has been

May 15: Progressive Christianity and contemporary issues

THE CHURCH AND MENTAL HEALTH DISABILITIES

Continuing the May Scholars Series
Julie Summers, MSW & MDiv
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May 8: Foundations of liberal progressive Christianity I
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May 22 & 29: Widening the Welcome: The Church and Mental Health Disabilities I
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