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h. Word from the Pastor

While there are many mainline Protestants today who continue to
maintain that it is a slippery slope, | am among those that firmly believe
that a progressive approach fo the Christian faith is the future of the
church in this country, and yes, even in Tulsa (eventually).

Even though College Hill has long been progressive in the arena of
social justice issues, we are still exploring what it means to be
progressive when it comes to theological issues. Perhaps the hallmark
of a progressive approach is allowing ourselves to question long-help
assumptions and understandings of church orthodoxy. This includes
being able to explore new understandings of church doctrines and
biblical interpretation.

The Rev. Don Roulet and | are thrilled at the high level of participation
in the adult church school class that is discussing Saving Jesus Redux
(a Living the Questions DVD-based curriculum). One of the first things
we have been exploring is the difference between faith (that in which
you put your trust, including living a life based on the teachings of
Jesus and what Jesus taught about God) and belief (that in which you
give your intellectual assent, which involves a focus on what the
church teaches about Jesus).

In Lesson 1. Jesus Through the Ages, they make the case that the
traditional approach to Christianity that focuses on believing what is
stated in the ancient creeds is increasingly unpersuasive in today’s
society. Some provocative questions are raised, such as:

¢ |f the Christian faith is not primarily about the afterlife,
then what is it about?

¢ |f the Bible in not primarily factual material,
then how do we read it?2

e |f Godis not an interventionist God, then what is prayer aboute

This class, as with progressive Christianity itself, is not about frying to
fulfill our natural desire for excessive certitude, or finding the “right”
answers. In other words, the life of faith is more about the journey
together than the destination.

Concerning a progressive approach to biblical interpretation, | want to
invite all of you to an event sponsored by the Progressive Religious
Codalition of Tulsa on Sunday afternoon, October 16, from 2-4 p.m. here
at College Hill. The theme: Is the Bible ‘True’? - a Progressive
Approach.

| can’t tell you how much it means to me to serve as your pastor — to
be part of a congregation that takes its sense of community and its
exploration of faith so seriously.

Blessings,

Rev. Todd Freeman
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Birthday names and dates are now listed in the newsletter calendar

October

{ 2-Lisa Pottorf 20 - Allison Redding

i 4 - Jeff Richmond 21 - Marilyn Hill

{ 5-Pat Beitel 22 - Cathy Robertson
i 5-Mike Wood 23 - Dixie Speer

6 - Brooklyn Featherston 30 - Emily Maijor

{ 9 -Ellen Nole 31 - Tracy Vanderburg
10 - Nehemias Solorzano 31 - David West

{ 12 - Charlotte Bronston 31 - Nancy Bennett

{ 18 - Rider Allen
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At a special reception for Trinna Burrows on
September 14 at Sharp Chapel on the TU campus,
Trinna is pictured receiving a plaque from Kendall
Whittier, Inc. board co-president, Jo Anne Deaton.

Trinna served as KWI's Executive Director for twelve
years. The organization and the neighborhood will miss
her faithful and dedicated service in this position. She
will continue to be an advocate for the advancement
of the Kendall Whittier neighborhood.

Due to financial constraints, the Executive Director
position had to be moved back to part-time or
vacated (we hope only temporarily). The Youth
Mentoring Program, a flagship program of KWI, is now
under the management of TU. The YMP program, in
order to meet grant donor desires that the program
grow, has fransitioned from meeting here at College Hill
to its new location at Kendall Whittier Elementary
School. All employees have been retained, including
program director (and church member) Danielle
Hovenga. KWI will confinue to support the Emergency
Food Pantry and the Grow Garden.

Please keep Trinna, KWI, and YMP and Danielle in your
thoughts and prayers.
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The discussion continues...

Sunday, October 16
2:00 - 4:00pm

I§ the Bible “True”?

A Progressive Approach

In honor of the 400th Birthday of the
King James Version of the Bible,
we will explore the nature of Biblical story.

“Just because it didn’t happen,
doesn't mean it isn’t true.”

The video clip is taken from the series

Living the Questions
~ Taking the Bible Seriously

Small group discussion will follow the viewing.
Refreshments will be served.

College Hill Presbyterian Church

www.progressivereligiontulsa.org
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Dear College Hill Family,

| have been moved to tears many times these past
days, not only by grief over Sam’s death but also in
joyful gratitude for the words of comfort you have
expressed, the prayers you are offering, the hugs you
have given, the food and drink you've provided, the
memorial gifts you've made and the companionship
you have offered. | am truly blessed to be a part of
you. | came across a quote from Helen Keller recently
that has resonated with me, “Although the world is full
of suffering, it is full also of the overcoming of it.” | speak
for Cara, Mike and Deborah when | say thank you all
for helping us start to overcome. -

Love,
Donna Wood
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CHURCH MICE

The Christian Education Ministry Team is pleased to present
the new Elementary Class Computer Lab (“Church Mice”).

Our elementary children have been using very outdated
and mostly non-functioning computers as part of their
church school curriculum for some fime. Due to a special
program offered by Hewlett-Packard, we were able to
purchase 5 refurbished desktop computers and new
flat-screen monitors at a very low price. These, as well as two
computers salvaged from the old equipment, have allowed
us to replace Karen Kriner's office computer and set up a é
computer lab in the new Upper Elementary classroom on
the third floor.

This project was made possible by sponsorship from Mark
Watson through his relafionship with HP and Todd Redding
taking fime from his busy schedule to set up all the
computers in the lab. We are so grateful for their assistance.
We are very thankful that the project was funded by the Hill
Memorial CE Fund, the Information Technology budget, the
CE budget and donations from a few individual church
members. All was accomplished with less than $1200 from
church funds!

Our hope is to establish a wireless network and wireless
printing capability in the near future. This will permit our
elementary children to take full advantage of computer-
based curriculum as part of their learning experience. This
project is a multi-generational gift to our children of which
we should all be proud. Please come watch our progress!

We’re Turning 100 - Save the Date!

Mark your calendar for Saturday, February 25, 2012 -
the date of College Hill's 100th Anniversary
Celebration! Plan to join your College Hill family for a
wonderful evening of remembrance, laughter, and
fellowship at the historic, newly-renovated Campbell
Hotel at 11th & Columbia. Watch for more details
soon!

We are putting together a 100t Anniversary
Cookbook o celebrate this big event in the life of our
church. There is a box in the Narthex to place your
favorite recipes. Don't be shy with them, as we want
as many as you can give us! Meats, veggies, salads,
appetizers, desserts and any fun items, as well. We will
have historical items of our church as well as a section
for the kids o show pictures or recipes of their favorite
foods. There will be a section for just the men, as so
many are great cooks also. We will have a section for
our Hispanic members to share their favorites with us,
as well. Everyone is included, so bring your recipes in
this month and we will start putting it together so we
will have it for our 100t Anniversary party in February. If
you would like more information, contact Pat Valencia
at 918-369-3898 or e-mail her at psvgs45@yahoo.com.
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Karen’s Corner

Hello Everyone!

The new education year has started and it is so «
exciting! The upper elementary class has moved -
upstairs and their new name is The Adventurers. We -
are so excited about our new space and would like to =
thank everyone who made it possible, and it is almost =
everyone! From our committee, to the Session, to both =
Todd’s and everyone who got us new computers! To .
Monica, Valerie, Marguerite, Anna, Glendy and even =
Anahi and Jadir from the Hispanic group who worked .
like Trojans on a holiday. Thanks everyone! We also
really appreciate everyone who came up on Rolly:
Day to see our new place. .
We are spending two weeks on the Bible, then our .
Adventurers will be off to learn about people in the .
Bible who had adventures. There certainly are lots of =
them. .

Please keep saying "hello” to all our children during
fellowship and ask what they learned in Sunday
School. .

Keep us allin your prayers.

Karen Kriner
Coordinator of Elementary Christian Education

Get ready for a spooky Trunk or Treat on Monday,
October 31 at 7:00 pm in our church parking lot. Please
plan for about 300 kids. We wiill circle the cars at 6:30
and open our trunks to the neighborhood around the
church.

If you wish to be in this Brew-HaHa, plecase let Wyneth
Roulet or someone from the Congregational Life
Ministry Team know, so we can prepare for the number
of cars. We will have the inflatables again this year with
the help of David Moser, so come join us in the parking
lot and have a lotf of fun giving candy or toy items o
the kids in the church neighborhood!

(1) 19th Annual Tulsa Aids Walk
0&0

—wpawsrorapsy 1he walk will be held Saturday, October 1st

at 9 am in Centennial Park (6th & Peoria).
There will also be a Pet Parade & Pet Costume Contest.
Walkers are encouraged to raise or make a donation of
$20. For more information, log on to
www.tulsaaidswalk.org.




Church Potluck October 9th

2 We will have a potluck luncheon after
worship so be sure and bring a dish to
share. Our special guest will be the Rev. Leslie Penrose,
founder of Just Hope. She will share information about her
work in Nicaragua and the micro banks her group has
founded and the lives she has changed!

Fair Trade Coffee Sales !
to Support Just Hope :

A Last year, our Alternate Christmas offeringi

raised $350 toward a micro bank ini
-Nicaragua with  the Rev. Leslie Penrose’si
- organization. Just Hope. Located in Chacasecra p|US|
-two smaller villages, Just Hope has underwnﬂen!
-several projects, but concentrates on developing!
-running water and micro banks, which were the!
ch0|ces of the townspeople. !

|Th|s year, the Outreach & Mission Ministry Tec:mI
1 decided to expand our support by selling Fair TrqdeI
1 coffee, tea and chocolate and devoting the proflTsI
ifoward underwriting a micro bank. ($2,500) - |

i Individual gifts are also welcome! ;

These Fair Trade items will be available to purchosen
of’rer worship. We hope to see you at our Potluck i
Iuncheon on October 9th, when Rev. Penrose will ben
our guest speaker. i

Congregational Life Ministry Team News

We are planning a church pictorial directory! More details
will be announced soon.

A big welcome goes out to our newest Congregational Life
Ministry Team member, Christy Lyke!

Congregational Life Ministry Team’s next meeting has been
moved up to Sunday, October 23rd.
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1st Sunday Food Collection

Please bring food items for the KWI Emergency Food
Pantry on the 1st Sunday of the month. Canned
vegetables and canned fruit are especially needed.
Cash donations are also always welcome.

Congregational Meeting Sunday, Nov. 6

A Congregational Meeting will be held after worship to
vote on the elder nominees for next year.

Small Group Ministries

Church experts conclude that one of the most effective
components of a healthy congregation is their participation in
small group ministries, where members and friends can gather in
smaller group and therefore get to know each other better and
form stronger bonds of fellowship.

College Hill has ongoing small group ministry programs such as
the Book Club (popular literature), the Book Study Group
(theology, justice issues, etc.), and the Yoga/Meditation group.

One of the most fun programs is the Small-Group Dinners
(formerly Dinners for 8). The note below was in last month's
Newslefter and in recent Bulletin Announcements. Since dinner
groups are currently being formed, we need to know right away if
vou would be interested in adding your name to this very
meaningful program. The contact information is below as well.

Sign-up for Small-Group Dinners

1@' Would you like to meet new members and enjoy old
I friendships at the same time over a shared meal? If so,

then we have the group for you. We meet for dinner in
small groups of up to 8 people and meet 3 times during the year
and switch group members each fime. Someone in the group
serves as a host house with the main dinner course and assigns
the other food selections. Groups may meet at a restaurant for
breakfast if they want tol

If you would like to sign up to participate in the Small Group
Dinner program, please contact: Gretchen Hannefield,
50gretel@gmail.com or 918-406-3845 or Susan West,
swest2149@cox.net or 918-724-7521.

Please provide us with how many from your household are
participating and your contact information. We put together a
list of participants with contact information and the list of groups
that will meet during Sept/Oct, Jan/Feb and April/May.

Faith and Freedom Award

The Oklahoma Religious Coadalition for Reproductive
Choice invites you to a service where they will present its
2011 “Faith and Freedom Award to Rep. Jeannie
McDaniel. The service will be held on Sunday, October
24th at 4:.00 pm at Temple Israel, 2004 E. 22nd Place. A
reception will immediately follow the service. RSVP to
918-481-6444.

=
Chancel Cholr News

The Chancel Choir at College Hill Presbyterian Church continues
rehearsal Wednesday evenings at 6:45, and we welcome all that
would like to be a partl The Chancel Choir sings for Sunday
services with a warm-up at 10:30 a.m. followed by singing in the
service at 11 a.m.

As always, we look forward to the fall season and invite those
singers that would like to give of their time and talents. Please
contact Kim Childs at colhillmusic@sbcglobal.net if you are
interested.
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Clerk’s Report:
% Session approved to renew the Commissioned Lay Preacher agreement with Rider Allen for 2012.

Pastor’s Report:
%+ Rev. Freeman reported that he will be on vacation September 28 to October 4 in Dallas - out on Sunday, October 2.
)

' Rev. Freeman reported that he will be on Study Leave October 24 to October 30 at Christ in the Desert Monastery, NM - out on Sunday,
Oct. 30.

New Business:
The Session received Meredith Howard into the Active Membership of College Hill Presbyterian Church:
There will be a Called Congregational Meeting on Sunday, November 6, 2011, following worship in the Sanctuary to elect Elders.
Johnna Thurston elected as Elder Commissioner to the Presbytery Meeting, September 16-17, 2011 at Dwight Mission.
Bill Nole reported that Lutheran Church of the Good Shepherd is going out of business and is selling their chimes. Session approved
bidding on them and they will cost between $500-$800 from the Designated Music Fund.

d Business:
Bill Major, from the Visioning task force, provided the results of the US Congregational Life Survey taken in March by 80 respondents. He
discussed the Questionnaire portion of the survey and next month will discuss the Strengths report.
Pastor Todd reported that the More Light Celebration was a very joyous and historic service. It was very emotional to see Rev. Radford
Rader put his stole back on 11 years after removing it.
Pastor Todd reported the 100 Anniversary Celebration will be held on Saturday, February 25, at the Campbell Hotel, 11th & Columbia. We
discussed a new photo directory, published after the celebration so we can include photos from it.
Pastor Todd reported that the organ project is near completion. Alta Selvey is finalizing the list of items to be completed onit.
Pastor Todd reported that the Kaiser Foundation is giving funds directly to TU to support the YMP program. TU will pay the KWI YMP staff.
Todd Redding reported that two ($249 each) refurbished computers were purchased using the Jane Hill Memorial Christian Education
Fund; Bill Nole reported that $2,653 from the Music Fund was spent on bell tables and foam; and Wyneth Roulet reported that $629 was
spent out of the Congregational Life Fund on a new refrigerator for the Fellowship Hall kitchen.

Highlights of the September Session Meeting
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Highlights of Ministry Team Reports

Building & Grounds: Jim Campbell reported all 4 air conditioner compressors are working in the sanctuary.

Christian Education: Todd Redding presented for approval the list of Teachers, Youth Sponsors and Children’s Music Director and curriculum for
the Fall/Winter 2011: Early Childhood: Nancy Gammie, Gini Fox (assistant/substitute) and Alix Featherston (Nursery); Early Elementary:
Linda Watts, Jana Stagner (assistant/substitute); Upper Elementary/Middle School: Karen Kriner, assistants: Judy Pacenza and Andrew
Redding; Youth: John Gammie and Danielle Hovenga; Adult: Rev. Todd Freeman and Rev. Don Roulet; Children’s Music Director: Caroline
Johnson.

Todd R. also reported that we now have an Elementary Computer Lab with five refurbished HP Slimline computers purchased for $249 each
($1245): 2 from the Hill Memorial Fund, 1 from the IT budget and 2 donated by members. Five flat screen LCD monitors were purchased for
$97.50 each ($487): 4 from the CE budget and 1 donated by a member. Total cost: $1732 ($1137 from church budget). The reconfiguring
of the CE classrooms was also presented: the new Upper Elementary/Middle School class (3 floor divided room — top of west stairwell), the
new Early Elementary (3 floor — tfop of east stairwell) and the new Children’s Activity/Worship Connection Room in the old Elementary
classroom (2nd floor — top of west stairwell).

Congregational Life: Wyneth Roulet reported that the team hosted the receptions for Sam Wood's and Mike Evanson’s mother, Ann's,
memorial services on August 20 and August 27, respectively, and the Potluck following the More Light Celebration on August 21st. Small
Group Dinners are starting in September (Gretchen Hannefield and Susan West, coordinators) and Pat Valencia is compiling the cookbook
for the 100 year celebration. The next big event is the Trunk & Treat on Monday, October 31+, 7:00 p.m..

Finance & Stewardship: Bob Lucy requested that Ministry Teams have their 2012 proposed budgets by Tuesday, September 27, to Finance and
Stewardship Team (David Robertson). The Stewardship letter from members-at-large will be mailed to the congregation on October 17t
with Commitment Sunday on November 13th.

Hispanic Ministry: Pastor Todd discussed leadership issues with the Hispanic congregation. He also reported on the August 19 decision of the
Presbyterian National Church of Mexico to end its relationship with the Presbyterian Church (USA), after 139 years, as a result of the
passage of Amendment 10-A and specifically related to the potential for ordination of openly gay persons.

Nominating: Dena Schone reported that they are in the process of recruiting Ruling Elders for the Class of 2014.

Outreach & Mission: Dewey Echols reported that micro banking coffee sales have started. The team received a thank you note from
Openarms for the dinners we provide every other month (signed by the youth) and Tim Gillean will provide a "moment for mission” on
October 2nd on Openarms.

Personnel: Pastor Todd reporfed that Jim Brady and Fred Schone are completing Lisa Hays’ annual review.

Worship & Music: Bill Nole reported there was significant discussion regarding worship services during the Advent season and into the new
year. With Christmas and New Year's Day on Sundays this year, options are being discussed. They are also discussing with Christian
Education options for the Christmas Eve service. The choir will provide special music during the service on December 4th. They are recruiting
pulpit supply for October 2nd and October 30t when Pastor Todd will be away. They continue to research information about using the
internet fo “broadcast” parts of worship, including podcasts, video for download and video streaming.
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2 - Lisa Pottorf

4 - Jeff Richmond

5 - Pat Beitel
5 - Mike Wood

6 - Brooklyn Featherston-Green
9 -
10 -
12 -

Ellen Nole
Nehemias Solorzano
Charlotte Bronston

18 - Rider Allen

20 - Allison Redding

21 - Marilyn Hill

22 - Cathy Robertson

23 - Dixie Speer

30 - Emily Major

31 - Tracy Vanderburg
31 - David West

31 - Nancy Bennett
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The Quiet Corner
Summer’s Light

The light this summer had a harsh brittleness. Its shards stabbed the life from any greenery. It seared through eyelids. It
flashed restraint into impatience. It sapped the spirit of all refreshment.

It was the light bombarding info molecules and other sundry particles labeled in chemistry class, that caused the pain of
summer heat. We were uncomfortable. We experienced it and the more we thought of it, the more uncomfortable we
became. Light was usually a gentle thing, a soft glow that brought warmth. We notice and do not recognize. We are
usually comfortable with common things that do not force us to think.

Duality is a word that causes discomfort. The light of summer is an everyday dudlity. It is both energy and matter existing
together. Trying to resolve this duality can result in a brain-ache for all except the most brilliant quantum physicist.

We live in a world of duality, which we prefer to conveniently ignore. Thoughts are filtered into duality-ignoring stereotypes.
Some may be labeled as “good” or “useful.” Others may be labeled "bad” or “worthless.” The world becomes a place of
artificial “Either / Or” and not reality’s "Both / And.” Living in a “Either / Or” world causes much distress and hurt. It is not the
world as it is, but the world as we would want it to be.

Deity and spirituality are often presented in the language of “Either / Or.” One can accept this as easily as one can
accept that the summer heat was caused by the sun’s light alone. Deity and spirituality need o be thought of inhabiting
the realm of “Both / And.” This is a mystery that can be contemplated for a lifetime.

“Immortal, invisible, God only wise . . . O help us to see: 'Tis only the splendor of light hideth thee.”
- Peg Gotthold

Tales of a Sojourner® October Book Club:

It is unusual in the jail to see women past middle age, The Tennis Partner
yet there she was, sitting in the back and looking like v by Abraham Verghese
she was going to cry. The younger women were k
sharing their excitement about being placed in drug
rehab programs.

AR A TE &M

The Tennis Partner is Abraham
= Verghese's memoir dealing with
friendship, moving and starting over,

Her name was Mary and she stayed behind after the fatherhood, divorce, addiction, the pressure of
others left to tell me her story. She had spent the medical school, and of course, the game of tennis.
better part of her life in jail and prison - five different Verghese recounts his friendship with David Smith, a
times - one after the other with a little space in- medical student where Verghese, a physician, has
between - all for possession of seriously illegal drugs. taken on a new faculty position. Both are struggling
She never sold drugs and she hated herself because in different ways dealing with starting anew, and
she couldn’t kick the habit. | reached out to hug her both have a passion for the game of tennis.

and she fell info my arms, suddenly the tears began to
flow. “Pastor Pat, | am 59 years old and all this time all of teacher on the court, converse to their
| ever wanted was to quit but no one ever offered me relationship at the hospital. Amazon.com Review
a place with a drug rehab program. Why can't they describes The Tennis Partner as follows: “A paean to
help me?” the healing powers of tennis, this book is also a
moving meditation on friendship, fatherhood, love,
addiction, and the parficular loneliness  of

As Smith is a former tennis pro, he takes on the role

God of justice, thank you for legislatures and
community leaders who have found funds to create

programs that help people recover from the tragic physicians.”
effects of drug addiction. And God of compassion, The Tennis Partner by Abraham Verghese is
give Mary the courage and the persistence to do the available at Steve's Sundry Books. Book club will
hard work of learning how to live without drugs. meet for lunch and discussion on Sunday, October
o . . . . .
*a sojourner is one who stays at a place for a short time. :grvliclg fhe library immediately following worship
. .
Pat Lucy, Commissioned Lay Pastor tLIAIl
MINISTRY
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Will you please pick up all your clothes?

WEB SITES OF INTEREST

College Hill Presbyterian Church
www.collegehilltulsa.org

Eastern Oklahoma Presbytery
www.eokpresbytery.org

Presbyterian Church (USA)
WWW.pCUSa.org

More Light Presbyterians (MLP)
www.mlp.org

Covenant Network of Presbyterians
www.covenantnetwork.org

Center for Progressive Christianity
www.tcpc.org

Dwight Mission
www.dwightmission.org

Kendall Whittier, Inc
www.kendallwhittierinc.org

Presbyterian Parents of Gays & Lesbians
www.presbyterianparents.com

United Campus Ministry
http://orgs.utulsa.edu/ucm




